Middle Passage Research Guide

Part 1: Background

Read the information at the site Africans in America: The Middle Passage and answer the following questions.

1.  How many Africans were sold into slavery? Of those, how many survived the journey? 
2.  Briefly describe the three legs of a slave ship's voyage. 
3.  Describe conditions aboard the slave ships. 

Part 2: A Slave's Autobiography

At the site Life of Gustavus Vassa, read the introduction and first four paragraphs from Chapter 2 to answer the following questions.

4.  What was the first thing that Equiano saw when he arrived at the African coast? What was his
 reaction? 
5.  How does Equiano initially describe the white men on the ships? What did he fear? 
6.  Describe Equiano's experience once he was taken under the ship's deck. 
7.  What was Equiano's impression of his captors? 
8.  During this portion of his autobiography, what was Equiano's primary emotion? 

Part 3: Images of the Middle Passage
Review the images at the sites Slave Ships and the Atlantic Crossing and The Middle Passage. Write a short paragraph describing your reactions to the images. 
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