C&E
Unit 2: The US Constitution

Preamble:

We the people of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.
The six principles

	Principle
	Meaning
	Example
	Can you think of a symbol?

	federalism
	
	Both the state and federal governments can tax, but only the federal can have an army 
	

	popular sovereignty
	
	People join in a large protest near the White House to show their opposition to war
	

	limited govt.
/ rule of law
	
	The government cannot force you in a trial to testify against yourself
	

	separation of powers
	
	Only the Congress can pass a law; the president cannot, nor can the Supreme Court
	

	checks and balances
	
	The president can veto a law passed by Congress; the Congress can override that veto (if 2/3 agree)
	

	judicial review
	
	The Supreme Court can rule that laws limiting gun ownership are unconstitutional and therefore cancelled
	


Identify the constitutional principle in the examples below:

____ The president’s nominees to the Supreme Court must be approved by the Senate. 

____ In the Lincoln-Douglas debates before the Civil War, Sen. Douglas argued that the people of a territory must be allowed to decide whether to have slavery in that territory. 

____The Supreme Court struck down a law on campaign finance because it violated the freedom of speech. 

____ The Bill of Rights specifically contains restrictions on the power of the government – for example, the government cannot force the housing of soldiers, police need a search warrant, etc. 

____ While the president is commander in chief of the armed forces, only Congress can officially declare the U.S. to be at war with another country. 

____ The power to create currency (dollars and cents) can only be done by the national government, while each state government runs their own school systems. 

