WORKSHEET 3A:  WHAT DID CONFUCIUS SAY?

CONFUCIUS WAS A TEACHER.  LIKE MANY TEACHERS, HE WAS NOT CONSIDERED A GREAT SUCCESS DURING HIS LIFETIME.  HE OPERATED A SMALL PRIVATE SCHOOL FOR THE SONS OF THE RICH WHERE HE TAUGHT HISTORY, RELIGIOUS RITES, MORALS AND STANDARDS OF BEHAVIOR.  THE LESSONS WERE LARGELY “DIALOGUES” BETWEEN THE TEACHER AND HIS STUDENTS.  WHEN THE TEACHER SPOKE THE STUDENTS TOOK NOTES.  THE ANALECTS IS THE RECORD OF THE CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN CONFUCIUS AND HIS STUDENTS.  CONFUCIUS CONSTANTLY TAUGHT THAT HUMAN BEINGS WERE ESSENTIALLY ALIKE IN NATURE; DIFFERENCES WERE DETERMINED BY ENVIRONMENT, EDUCATION, HABITS AND PREFERENCES AND INDIVIDUAL LIVES.  CONFUCIUS TRIED TO FORM A GUIDE TO THE WAY HUMAN BEINGS OUGHT TO FEEL ABOUT THEMSELVES AND OTHERS.  HE SPOKE OF THE PRINCIPALS OF HUMANENESS AND FILIAL PIETY (DEVOTION TO ONE’S PARENTS AND FAMILY MEMBERS) AND THE CLOSE LINK BETWEEN MORALITY AND GOVERNMENT.

· Confucius was away at the court and the stable burned.  He asked, “Any of the men hurt?”  He did not ask about the horses.

· Confucius said, “In the old days men studied to make themselves; now they study to impress others.”

· “Young men should be filial in the home, and brotherly outside it; care of what they say but once said, stick to it; be agreeable to everyone, but develop friendship with real men; if they have any further energy left over, let them devote it to culture.

· Another student asked his teacher about filial piety.  Confucius said, “Present day filial piety consists of feeding the parents, as one would a dog or a horse; unless there is reverence, what difference is there?”

· “What is a proper man?  He acts first and then his talk fits what he has done.”

· “The proper man seeks everything in himself, the small man tries to get everything from somebody else.”

· A Duke asked Confucius about government.  Confucius replied, “Prince to be prince; minister, minister; father, father; son, son.”  The Duke said, “Good.  I stand by that, if the prince be not prince, minister not minister, father not father, son not son, although there is grain, can I manage to eat it all?”

· “There are five activities of high importance under heaven, and they are practiced with three virtues.  I mean there are obligations between prince and minister; between father and son; between husband and wife; between elder and younger brothers; and between friends.  The three efficient virtues are; knowledge, humanity and energy; and they are to be united in practice, do not attempt to split them apart from each other.”


Adapted from East Asia Curriculum Project, East Asian Institute, Columbia University, NY



· Distribute Worksheet 3A, “What Did Confucius Say?”
Read introduction with students and allow time to complete reading and exercise

1. What is the Confucian definition of a “proper man”?

2. According to Confucius, why is filial piety an important virtue?

3. What rules for governing did Confucius give to the princes?

4. How do these statements show us Confucius’ concern for humanity?

5. Based upon what you have read, would you like to have been a student of Confucius? Why?  Why not?  Which of the statements attributed to Confucius has a special meaning for you?  Explain your answer.
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