WORKSHEET 3B:  A CONFUCIAN LETTER

The letter below might have been sent by a father to his son.  It is filled with Confucian ideals.  Pretend you are the child who has received this letter.  Write a letter in response.  Remember, your letter must also show your understanding and respect for the thoughts of Confucius.


								KAIFENG, CHINA
								FOUR DAYS AFTER THE LUNAR MOON

DEAR ELDEST SON (DAUGHTER):

	THE FAMILY IS VERY PROUD OF YOU.  YOU (YOUR HUSBAND) ARE THE FIRST MEMBER OF OUR FAMILY TO PASS THE IMPERIAL EXAMINATIONS.  YOU HAVE A GREAT FUTURE SERVING THE EMPEROR.
	WHEN YOUR GRANDMOTHER RECEIVED THE NEWS OF THIS SUCCESS SHE WALKED TO THE FAMILY TOMB TO TELL THE ANCESTORS ABOUT THE HONOR YOU WILL BRING THE FAMILY.  WE HOPE THAT SOMEDAY, AS THE FAMILY GAINS MORE AND MORE PRESTIGE, WE CAN BUILD A SPECIAL GARDEN AND PAVILLION FOR ALL THE ANCESTORS.  PERHAPS THE EMPEROR WILL STOP THERE AND WRITE A POEM OR HONOR US WITH SOME CALLIGRAPHY WHICH WE CAN ENGRAVE IN STONE AND PLACE WITHIN THE TEMPLE GROUNDS.
	YOU HAVE SHOWN GOOD SENSE AND LOYALTY.  YOU UNDERSTAND THAT IT IS IMPORTANT NOT TO GO TO EXTREMES, CONTROL YOUR TEMPER AND TREAT OTHERS WITH RESPECT.  YOU MUST SERVE AS A MODEL FOR YOUR CHILDREN AS THE EMPEROR, PRINCES AND MINISTERS SERVE AS MODELS FOR US.
	I HAVE ARRANGED THE MARRIAGE OF YOUR YOUNGER SISITER.  YOUR SISTER HAS SAID NOTHING BUT SHE SEEMS PLEASED.  WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU COME FOR THE CEREMONY NEXT YEAR.  AT THAT TIME YOUR CHILDREN WILL BE ABLE TO HONOR THE ANCESTORS AND CONTINUE TO BRING PROSPERITY, HEALTH AND GOOD FORTUNE TO OUT FAMILY.
							
								YOUR LOVING FATHER,
								CHIN TIEN


DEAR FATHER:
																																																																																																																																		
								YOUR LOYAL AND LOVING CHILD,
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