Memoir Assignment

Recall an experience from your past that has shaped your identity or worldview. Write a detailed memoir combining narrative, reflection, and analysis. Describe the experience and what it taught you. Try to work with as small a slice of your personal history as you can, since this will make for a more focused paper. Remember also that while your narrative should be interesting and well-drawn, the memoir is really more about the lessons you learned and the way you can apply your experience to a global audience. 

Format:

· Typed

· 3 pages; double-spaced

· 12pt. font; Times New Roman

 

Audience:

This is not a private “Dear Diary” journal entry. Keep in mind that your audience is the general public, including (but not limited to) your instructor and your classmates. Write as if your essay would be published in a national magazine, journal, or anthology. If you wouldn’t be willing to share the story you choose aloud with your classmates, consider carefully before you write about it.

 

Degree of Formality:

While this is a personal essay, and you may take greater creative and stylistic license than if you were writing a response to literature essay, you must still write in a credible and intelligent way. If your story and its moral are to be taken seriously then they must be coherent, focused, and logically presented. 

 

Grading Hints (AKA: What I’m Looking For): 

I will be evaluating you on several elements, especially:

· Focus: How well do you keep your paper on track with your main idea and purpose? 

· Organization: Are the ideas thoughtfully and logically ordered? 

· Balance: Do you balance the paper properly between the two main elements of “story” and “interpretation”? 

· Detailed Support: Do you breathe life into your narrative and validate your analysis with specific evidence and sensory concrete details? 

· Style: Is the writing interesting and artistic? Is it clear and easy to read? Does it reveal you to be a person of sophistication and eloquence? 

 

 

Due Date:

 Monday, October 18th
Memoir Writing

Grading Rubric

	Item
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Thesis/Theme
	Demonstrates comprehensive grasp of the significance of memory; theme is sophisticated and persuasive; achieves specific purpose (reflective, thinking/shared human experience)
	Conveys significance of memory; theme is clear and relevant suggests specific purpose; 
	Attempts to convey significance of memory; theme is simplistic and/or predictable; limited purpose 
	No significance of memory; theme is unclear; purpose not considered

	Concrete Details/Description
	Uses carefully selected, specific sensory details to effectively describe memory
	Uses appropriate sensory details to describe memory
	Uses obvious and general sensory details to describe memory
	Uses limited, repetitive or little sensory details; no description of memory

	Tone
	Writer’s attitude clear; evokes emotions
	Writer’s attitude clear; evokes response
	Writer’s attitude clear; evokes limited response
	Writer’s attitude unclear; evokes no reader response

	Mechanics
	Few, if any; generally free from error
	Some errors but do not distract
	Some errors that confuse
	Distracting errors decrease readability

	Diction
	Sophisticated, precise, original, persuasive word choice
	Appropriate, effective word choice
	Simple, predictable word choice
	Limited, redundant word choice

	Format
	Includes 6 of 6: Correct heading, word-processed, 12 point TNR font, double-spaced, original title centered in bold, min. 3 pages
	Includes 5 of 6: Correct heading, word-processed, 12 point TNR font, double-spaced, original title centered in bold, min. 3 pages
	Includes 4 of 6: Correct heading, word-processed, 12 point TNR font, double-spaced, original title centered in bold, min. 3 pages
	Includes less than 4 of 6: Correct heading, word-processed, 12 point TNR font, double-spaced, original title centered in bold, min. 3 pages


